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will not stand ;  or  of   a house which, though   beautiful as  a
design, is quite impossible to build.      It expi-esses rather what9
if   true,   would   be   harmonious,    than   what   because   it   is
harmonious  must be true.     Instead of dealing  with the real
causes of phenomena, it   deals only with lines and curves on
paper; instead of genuine  explanations  of them, it gives us
false and fictitious ones.    In the early part of this chapter I
pointed   out   the    intellectual   deceptions   which   had   been
practised by the Mahatmas on their followers, when they led
them to believe that the power of reading clairvoyantly what
was passing in the minds of others, was in no way different,
except in degree, from the power  of reading the facts them-
selves independently of their being known to any other mind ;
thus making it appear plausible that they, the Mahatmas, could
by clairvoyant vision see the Planetary Chain as an actual fact,
when what they really saw was merely the image or plan of the
Chain as it existed in the minds of those by whom they had
themselves been taught.    I have  now to point out the still
more   insidious   intellectual   illusion   by   which   they   have
persuaded their followers to accept their pseudo-causes as true
causes,  and their pseudo-explanations of events as bona fide
ones;   and as   this   particular  illusion is one which is easily
played off  on   the unsuspecting when the subject-matter i&
complicated, I shall offer no apology to the reader for asking-
him to consider it for a moment with me.    What, then, do we
mean by a bonll fide cause, a bona fide explanation, of   any
phenomenon or event ?     If  we take the human body as an
example,   it is   evident, is  it  not,  that neither its functions
in  health  nor  its   symptoms in  disease   can  be   said to  be
really understood or explaned, until the relations and connexions
between its different organs are so well established that on any
change taking place in any one of these organs the effect on
the others can, as it were, be anticipated or foreseen; or, speaking
generally, until from the state of the body as a whole to-day*
you can, other things  being equal,  anticipate or foresee its-